
2025-26 Ensemble Audition Excerpts 
Double Bass 

 

All double bassists should prepare the following:  

• Fill out the Qualtrics form sent to you via email to book your ensemble audition time slot no 
later than August 22, 2025.  

• Scales, arpeggios, and excerpts as listed below.  

 

If you are auditioning for Symphony Orchestra, please prepare the following scales, arpeggios, and 
excerpts: 

Scales: 

• G major and G melodic minor (two octaves, 8th notes, quarter note = 60, slurred, 4 per bow) 

Arpeggios: 

• Starting on G 
• Dominant 7th and diminished 7th (two octaves, 8th notes, quarter note = 60, slurred, 2 per 

bow) 

Excerpts: 

1. Johannes Brahms, Symphony No. 1 – Mvt 3, m. 41-60 
2. Mikhail Glinka, Ruslan and Ludmilla Overture – excerpt as included below 
3. Richard Wagner, Prelude to Die Meistersinger – rehearsal J-K 

 

 

If you are auditioning for Jazz Orchestra, please prepare the following excerpts*: 

1. Sammy Nestico, Switch In Time – G – I 
2. Dexter Gordon, Ladybird 

*Double bassists auditioning for Jazz Orchestra are also encouraged to audition for Symphony 
Orchestra in order to ensure that you are placed into an ensemble. 

 

 

All excerpts and relevant instructions are included below.  



 
 

Double Bass 

Johannes Brahms, Symphony No. 1 – Mvt 3, m. 41-60 

(2/4 time, Un poco Allegretto e grazioso) 

 

Mikhail Glinka, Ruslan and Ludmilla Overture  
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Double Bass 

Richard Wagner, Prelude to Die Meistersinger – rehearsal J-K 

 

  

  



 
 

Double Bass 

Sammy Nestico, Switch In Time – G – I  

(2/2 time, quarter = 172, swing eighths) 

 

 

 

start 

stop 
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