PREP Alternative Assignment:
Critical Reviews of Research Articles

Updated: Winter 2021
INSTRUCTIONS

As an alternative to participating in research for course credit, there is the option of writing
short critical reviews of journal articles. The reviews are graded on a pass or fail basis, and
each critical review receives the same credit as participating in a 1.0 hour in-lab study.
Students may choose to do critical reviews for all of their credits, or for a portion of their
credits (as well as participating in research).

Submit each critical review as a Word Document or PDF e-mail attachment to the PREP
administrators (PREP@wlu.ca). You can submit reviews any time throughout the term. The
final deadline is the same as the deadline for participating in PREP studies (i.e., the
last day of classes for the term).

Students may not submit the same article review that was previously submitted by
themselves or someone else. This behaviour is considered academic misconduct
(i.e., self-plagiarism or plagiarism, respectively).

Each critical review should be a minimum of 1 page and maximum of 2 pages in length
(typed, double spaced), standard margins, and font (12 pt), and should address the
following points:

1. Indicate the article you are writing about using APA reference format for the
authors, article title, journal title, etc. (see references below)

2. State the theoretical problem addressed in the article, or the hypotheses that were
tested.

3. Provide a brief summary of the research design and procedure.

4. Briefly describe the main findings of the research, as they relate to the theoretical
problem or hypotheses.

5. Summarize important points made in the discussion section of the article,
including the key conclusions.

6. Provide your own evaluations and reactions to the research, including what you
see as strengths and limitations of the research.



LIST OF JOURNAL ARTICLES

For each critical review, select one article from the following list, and then obtain a copy of
that article via the WLU library system (omni at https://library.wlu.ca ) or another online
search tool.
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https://doi.org/10.1177/1948550619876633
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Science, 11, 647-657. https://doi.org/10.1177/1948550619882032
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Social Psychological and Personality Science, 11, 761-769.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1948550619876638
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Psychology, 118, 1101-1117. https://doi.org/10.1037/pspa0000185
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https://doi.org/10.1177/1948550619888884

Feinberg, M., Wehling, E., Chung, J. M., Saslow, L. R., & Melvaer Paulin, I. (2020).
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and Social Psychology, 118, 777-804. https://doi.org/10.1037/pspp0000255
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words. Developmental Psychology, 55, 240-249.
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864. https://doi.org/10.1177/1948550619893957
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https://doi.org/10.1177/1948550619865057
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How we sabotage and coast. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 117, 605—
620. https://doi.org/10.1037/pspi0000170

Hui, C. M., Ng, J. C. K., & Shieh, N. J. (2020). Perceiving Change in Responsiveness From
the Relationship Partner’s Behaviors. Social Psychological and Personality Science,
11, 835-845. https://doi.org/10.1177/1948550619887704
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https://doi.org/10.1177/1948550619859316
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