Writing Skills
8th Edition MLA Citation Style
The MLA Handbook, 8th edition, emphasizes the true importance of sourcing, which is
communication between the reader and the writer as well as, “giving credit to those whose
work influenced yours” (Modern Language Association, 2016, p. 128). The 8th edition of
MLA recognizes that in an ever-changing world, new media forms are being created daily,
faster than the handbook can be updated. To address this, the 8th edition shifts focus from
highly specific formatting to a more standardized format that can be applied to any type of
material, as it is based upon the common elements of most works (p. 3). The 8th edition of
MLA pushes the writer to think critically when citing their sources and asks writers to “Think,
select [and] organize” (p. 4).
According to the MLA Handbook, 8th edition, writers should consider the following when
sourcing material:




Think: consider the source you are documenting;
Select: identify the information that is relevant and appropriate for your source;
Organize: arrange the information logically and simply (p. 4).

In-text Citation
In MLA style, a source cited within the body of your text requires the author and the page:
 “Religious intolerance led to the expulsion of thousands of Jews from Spain in 1492”
(Claude and Weston 136). [Note: The period appears after the parenthetical
citation.]
If you use the author’s name(s) to introduce the quote, you do not need to use it in the
citation:
 As Claude and Weston remind us, “Religious intolerance led to the expulsion of
thousands of Jews from Spain in 1492” (136).
For a quoted passage that is longer than four full typed lines, use a block quote. Block
quotes should be indented half an inch from the left margin and double-spaced. No
quotation marks are used. The period appears before the citation with a block quote:
Regardless of their ultimate origin or justification, human rights are understood to
represent both individual and group demands for political power, wealthy,
enlightenment, and other cherished values or capabilities, the most fundamental of
which is respect and its constituent elements of reciprocal tolerance and mutual
forbearance in the pursuit of all other such values or capabilities. (Claude and
Weston 20)
Remember: if you are summarizing or paraphrasing a source, you still must cite it!
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Special Cases



If you are using two or more books by authors with the same last name, use the first
initial of each author’s first name and their last name: (J. Smith 205) and (K. Smith
17).
If you are using more than one source by the same author, put a comma after the
author’s last name and add the title (or a portion of the title if it is long) before
inserting the page number as usual. Use quotation marks or italics as required for
the title: (Garnham, “Political Economy” 62) and (Garnham, Capitalism 45).

Electronic Sources
To cite an online source in your text, use the same components that you would use to cite
any other work (author and page), depending on the information you have available. If you
have the author’s name, use it. If not, the name of the organization or the title of the
website will do.
 If page numbers are not available, but section or paragraph numbers are, use them
instead.
 If no numbering system is available, don’t create one. Instead, incorporate the
information you have into your text and leave out the parenthetical reference:
o According to the Statistics Canada website, Canadian unemployment dropped
to 5.9 % in September 2007.

Works Cited
As mentioned above, the 8th edition of MLA shifts away from a specific source by source
format to a format focused on the common elements of most works. The MLA Handbook, 8th
edition, tells writers to use the following format, filling in all information that is available to
them and relevant to their sources:
 Author. Title of source. Title of container, Other contributors, Version, Number,
Publisher, Publication date, Location.
In the 8th edition of MLA, there are a few key changes to the works cited list, although many
elements have remained the same. The title of source section refers to the title of the work
you’re referencing; for example, this could be an article title or a book chapter (p. 25). Title
of container refers to the name of the larger work in which your source is housed (p. 30).
For example, this could be the name of a journal or the title of a book or collection. The
other contributors section is where any additional people who have contributed to the work
are credited; these may be editors, translators, etc. (p. 37). A key change from previous
editions of MLA can be found in the location section. In prior editions, the writer was
required to list the publication city, but the 8th edition only requires this in special
circumstances (p. 51). In the 8th edition, location refers to the location of the work itself,
either page numbers for printed works or the URL or DOI for an online work (p. 46). The 8th
edition no longer requires the writer to include “print” or “web” at the end of their citation.
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